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At the conclusion of The Mark of Athena, Annabeth and Percy tumble into a pit leading straight to

the Underworld. The other five demigods have to put aside their grief and follow Percy's instructions

to find the mortal side of the Doors of Death. If they can fight their way through the Gaea's forces,

and Percy and Annabeth can survive the House of Hades, then the Seven will be able to seal the

Doors from both sides and prevent the giants from raising Gaea. But, Leo wonders, if the Doors are

sealed, how will Percy and Annabeth be able to escape?  They have no choice. If the demigods

don't succeed, Gaea's armies will never die. They have no time. In about a month, the Romans will

march on Camp Half-Blood. The stakes are higher than ever in this adventure that dives into the

depths of Tartarus.
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Gr 5â€“8â€”Fans won't be disappointed as the cliff-hanger ending from the previous book, The Mark

of Athena (Hyperion, 2012), leads to further exciting adventures by the intrepid demigods in this

penultimate book in the "Heroes of Olympus" series. Annabeth and Percy have fallen down into

Tantarus, and they must fight off the attacks from the monsters stuck there long enough to find the

Doors of Death. The other five demigods must get to Eprius in Greece, find the House of Hades to



open the Doors of Death on the mortal side, save Annabeth and Percy, and seal the entrance to

stop Gaea's forces from escaping into the mortal world and destroying it. The Gods are

incapacitated by their Greek and Roman personalities warring with one another, and the demigods

from Camp Half-Blood and Camp Jupiter are on the verge of an all-out war. As Annabeth and Percy

struggle to survive Tantarus's poisonous atmosphere and creatures, the other demigods must

undergo harsh trials-particularly Hazel, Frank, and Leo, but they learn and grow mentally and

physically from their experiences. The heroes realize that they cannot change their parentage but

they can control their legacy. While more serious than the previous titles, there are lighthearted

moments here, many involving a farting polecat. The horrifying monsters are nicely balanced by

peace-loving Titan Bob, a skeleton calico cat called Small Bob, and gentle giant Damasen. Fans will

be thrilled to know the series continues with The Blood of Olympus in 2014.â€”Sharon Rawlins, New

Jersey State Library, Trenton

For Percy Jackson fans, itâ€™s been a long year since the cliffhanger at the end of The Mark of

Athena (2012). Now Riordan picks up the story and carries it to a rewarding conclusion, with the

main set of characters reunited and preparing themselves for the final showdown with Gaea.

Throughout the book, Percy and Annabeth make their harrowing way through the underworld to the

Doors of Death. Meanwhile, Hazel, Leo, Frank, Piper, Jason, Nico, and Reyna endure their own

perils, all the way through to the storyâ€™s climax. In addition to experiencing growth spurts, several

of the teen demigods take significant steps toward understanding their powers, accepting their

feelings, trusting each other, and taking responsibility for leadership. Adventure fans will relish the

action as their heroes confront formidable foes, while readers who have come to love the characters

will enjoy following the different individuals as they take the stage in scenes that are usually

dramatic, often witty, and occasionally surprising. A satisfying, penultimate entry in the Heroes of

Olympus series. Grades 6-9. --Carolyn Phelan

I read this book as a college student and loved it. Being meant for young adults, the writing is pretty

easy which makes it a quick read. However, the story is great! I've always enjoyed Greek mythology

from my youth and was stoked when the the original Percy Jackson series came out. I personally

enjoy this second series more because it includes both Roman and Greek mythology.One of my

favorite parts about this series is that there is an Asian character as one of the main characters.

He's not the stereotypical, nerdy Asian. He's a complete boss with awesome powers. He is so

awesome that he is given a huge weakness to make things fair for the others.Most fictional books I



have read very rarely incorporate races other than white as the main characters. Even if they are,

they are often side, very minimal characters to the point where they can be killed off. (Except for

Minho in the maze runner! Which is another interesting read btw). Here we have, Leo Valdez

(Hispanic), Frank Zhang (Canadian/Chinese), and Hazel Levesque (African American). None of

them die! They are all super important characters and each have a unique personality that many

young adults can relate to.Overall, I think this is a great book which is a part of a great series! I look

forward to more of Riordans work!

I think this is the best book in this Heroes of Olympus series so far.All emotions, all tension ,

(almost) all expectations and thrills and drama are included in this one.I almost forgot to breathe

myself.The story took you to the peak position and keep you there, it's really wonderful.Since My

favourite character always be Percy, I'm so thrilled that he had a chance to take a tour in

Tartarus..(^_-)-Ã¢Â˜Â†Because after all, he had already met and negotiated and fight with nearly

most of the gods and Titans on the land, I thought it must be a good experience for him to challenge

the big boss of Tartarus to enhance his power, and utilize it when the time comes.All the chapters

about his and Annabeth in Tartarus journey were so good.And I'm so glad I had a chance to meet

Bob, Small Bob and Damasen.Especially Bob.He was so sweet, so gentle and a very wonderful

character.His word 'say hello to the stars for me' was so powerful it still makes my eyes full of tears

and squeeze my chest so tightly every time I thought about this book, even after more than a month

since I finished it.You will love Bob and small Bob so dearly, I guarantee you.Anyway, cause I wrote

this review after I finished all the books in this series, and because this 4th book is really great as I

told you, I don't know whether I should make some caution for you to not expecting much for the

next (final) book or not.Of course, you've come this far you should finish it for good, but some times

I wondered it might be better if I had stopped reading at this book and let my imagination end the

series.Especially if you are Percy Jackson's fan like me.

Absolutely loved this book and I love this series and I love anything Percy Jackson. What's the

difference between Percy Jackson and Harry Potter? about 7 more books...currently. ;) (I'm going to

receive crap for that comment.) Honestly I love Harry Potter but I think that Percy can take him in a

one on one fight. (I don't want to start a fight but I wouldn't mind seeing a discussion on the

topic.)This book was a lot of fun, while Percy and Annabeth are trying to survive (Spoiler) Tartarus

the other demigods are trying to get to the House of Hades to help rescue Percy and Annabeth and

stop the Earth Goddess from rising. We get to see a darker side of Percy in this one as well as



another side of Nico as well.If you have enjoyed the series so far I can't understand how come you

haven't already read this book.

My son and I both are reading this series. We have enjoyed following Percy Jackson and his friends

from the beginning. Rick Riordan does a fabulous job in his writing. I imagine it's a little more difficult

keeping a younger mind's attention, but his style is funny and humorous and reads just the way my

son sounds when he describes his crazy ideas. I mostly read it to make sure that my son's book

reports are accurate, but I do find myself wanting to know what's going to happen next in Percy's

life. I think we will both be sad when Percy's story ends.
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